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1. THE TERRITORY IN HISTORY

The imposing city wall, the well-restored castle, the Venetian
buildings and the older dwelling places confer an unmistakable
appearance on Torri del Benaco in which the memories of the
medieval past and the vivacity of a modern tourist centre merge.
In the surrounding hamlets and on the surrounding hills, isolated
small churches dominate the panorama, guarding unexpected
art treasures.

The houses of Torri are built in stone with the characteristic
arches offering surprising prospective views at every step. The
historical centre, with its medieval alleys, is enclosed by the
castle of the Della Scala family and the elegant parish church.

In the first century BC, the Romans arrived in Torri and fortified
the defences. After the barbarian invasions, Torri represented
perhaps the most important civil and military settlement on
the eastern shore of Lake Garda. King Berengar | (in the 10th
century) took lodgings there and had the, still existing, tower built
on the church square and also
the walls surrounding it. In one of
his official documents of 940 we
find for the first time the name of
Tulles referring to the town, which
in other documents was known as
Castrum Turrium.

Torri  then became a free
municipality giving life to a
flourishing trade. The Castle, the
Clock Tower and some houses in

86



the centre were built in this period (XIV century). The area passed
afterwards under the rule of the Della Scala family (1277-1387),
of the Viscontis of Milan (1367-1405) and finally of the Republic
of Venice (1405-1797). With the Congress of Vienna (1815) Torri
became part of the Lombard-Veneto Austro-Hungarian Kingdom
and from 1866 all the area was annexed to the Kingdom of ltaly.
For all the nineteenth century and the first half of the twentieth
century the area lived by agriculture (olives and vines), fishing
and some small commercial activities After the Second World
War, the situation began to change radically, thanks to the
development of tourism.

2.TO SEE

The Castle, as we see it today, was built in 1383 under the rule
of Antonio della Scala.

Starting in 1980, after being cleaned and restored, the Castle
has housed a Museum that the illustrates Torri’s material culture
and all that of the Riviera of Lake Garda.

Very interesting are the themed rooms, such as the activity of
the artisan caulkers
(dedicated to the
construction of fishing
boats), the equipment
for the cultivation of
olive oil, a press for
the olive milling and
the fishing hall of
which the shows the
various types of nets




as well as a “flat gondola” of
Lake Garda.

The castle is also enriched by
a splendid limonaia (lemon
house), one of the last ones still
present on Lake Garda.

The Clock Tower was built at
the beginning of the fourteenth
century under the Della Scala
family rule, acting as a defensive
garrison which had its bulwark in
the Castle. On the tower, which
in the Venetian era was the
headquarters of the municipality,
you can admire some frescoes that once adorned the facade.

The Tower of Berengar is the only survivor of the four towers
built to strengthen the corners of the fortress. It was built at the
beginning of the 10th century by King Berengar | of Italy.

Particularly precious is the parish church (18th century)
featuring a magnificent organ and eighteenth-century altars.

The church of the Trinity al Porto (14th century), the church
of San Faustino and Giorita (15th century) and the Oratory
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of St. Anthony (14th - 17th century).

In the territory there are also some interesting cave engravings
with figures of warriors and knights of the bronze and iron ages as
well as many boats of medieval and modern times. The stone of
Griselle and the stone of the Cavalieri (knights) are visible walking
above San Vigilio and on Monte Luppia, along a signposted path.

3. FOOD AND WINE

Once the local economy was based on fishing and olive
growing, the latter being the main economic activity of the
countryside of the Upper Lake.

With the opening of the summer season and the return of the
shoals of fish towards the shallow waters, the fishermen begin
to get their nets ready to prepare for a new fishing season. In
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this period fishing
rights owned by the
Antichi Originari are
auctioned off. These
consist of one of
. the last medieval
e o trade guilds ~ stil
in operation. The
association  dates
back to 1452 and
still operates with its internal rules. It has its own flag, its own
specific administration and governs the negotiations for the
fishing contracts as well as the division of the relative quotas.

In the most recent years since the post-war period, it has
progressively passed from a production of sustenance to a
consumer economy and also drinking and eating have become
attuned to the tastes and rhythms of the dominant tourism
industry.

Alongside the classic dishes of restaurants and trattorias Misto
Lago marinato (mixed marinated lake fish) - Carpione al cartoccio
con verdure al vapore (Carpione en papillote with steamed
vegetables), the ritual of “nibbles” at happy hour has become
increasingly widespread.

On the occasion of the Festival of the patron Saint Filippo in
May the popular Festival dedicated to Veronese food and wine
excellence debuted. In the historical centre of Torri, in the small
harbour area and adjacent streets, a variety of selected wines
are tasted “whilst walking” accompanied by snacks of local
specialties. A modern way of food and wine tourism useful for
socializing in conviviality.

90



4. EVENTS AND FOLKLORE

The festival of the patron Saint Filippo falls on the 26th
May. It is celebrated in the historic centre with craft markets and
in the evening with musical entertainment, water illuminations
and a traditional San Filippo boat fire.

In September there is the September CGarnival which is
intended to involve and entertain the many tourists still present
on the lake. Through the streets of the historic centre there is a
parade with masked characters, the band and majorettes. At the
end of the evening there is a fireworks show.
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5. ITINERARIES

First and foremost, a dip into the history of the castle deserves
attention with a cultural and panoramic route that highlights the
beauty of Torri and the interesting features from its past. From
the Gastle of Torri it is possible to see the harbour and a
great part of the lake from Sirmione to Limone. The hall of the
Antichi Originari tells, through the exhibited documents, the
history of the Guild
of fishermen.

A model of Torri
as it appeared
a century ago
and two large
topographical
maps of the
Venetian period
give a precise
idea of what Torri
was like at the
end of the 1700s.
The room of the
rock engravings
exhibits  prehistoric
finds from the Lake
area.

The “Torcolo di
Crero” oil mill,
recently restored
by the Municipality
and trusted in
management  and
custody to the CTG
group “El Vissinel”
who also took care
of the setting up of
the new museum
with illustrative
panels which recall
the history and the
use of the mill.
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